


•  Partners with elementary and middle schools 

serving disadvantaged populations.

•  Ensures that every child at each partner school 

receives quality music instruction at least once 

a week throughout the school year, based on 

ETM’s skills-based sequential curriculum.

•  Guides the integration of music throughout 

the academic curriculum.

•   Works toward building the cultural and  

financial capacity of partner schools to sustain 

music programs.
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Scientific research1 and our own professional experience show 

that teaching music as a core subject in the regular curriculum 

can help children reach their potential, especially in communi-

ties with significant social and financial challenges.  We envision a 

nation in which every school treats music as a discipline requiring 

well-trained teachers and regular assessment.

Unfortunately, many schools, especially those serving low-income 

students, provide no music instruction or rely solely on assembly 

or short-term residency programs that do not serve every student.  

Thus, students lack the opportunity to study music as a compre-

hensive discipline.

ETM forms long-term partnerships with inner-city elementary 

and middle schools that lack sufficient resources.  We help schools 

provide music instruction to every child, regardless of talent 

or ability, including those in special education.  We encourage 

teachers and teaching artists to use one another as resources so 

that music can reinforce learning and development in all areas.  

We involve all members of the school community to help schools 

embrace music as a core subject.

Evaluation2 has shown that ETM supports positive student 

outcomes in areas including music, self-confidence, and skills for 

learning.

“ I believe in the power of music to help all children  
do better in school so I get very excited when I hear  
about a program, like Education Through Music, 

At Education Through 

Music, we believe 

every child deserves a 

well-rounded education: 

one that includes music.

Results from multiple studies available in:

• Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning. Ed. Edward B. Fiske. 1999. President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities and the Arts Education Partnership.

• Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development. 2002. Arts Education Partnership.

Philliber Research Associates. Education Through Music Evaluation Report 2004-2005.

that involves every student regardless of talent or prior training and 

has music as part of the core curriculum rather than outside it. 

That’s the way it should be done.”

 — Joshua Bell, Renowned Violinist1
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We introduce children to music using a skills-based sequential 

curriculum, the same way that math, science, and language arts 

are taught.  Using this approach, we not only teach children  

music, but also help them develop important critical thinking 

skills.  Each day thousands of children learn music from ETM-

trained teaching artists and music teachers.  The marks on a 

sheet of music become melody and rhythm, and children become 

excited about learning.

We show teaching artists and teachers how to make connections 

between music and other subjects.  This strengthens students’ 

ability to learn in all areas while supporting existing academic 

goals.  In ETM’s partner schools, students gain deeper understand-

ing by seeing multiple approaches to the same skills and content.  

Reading music helps students progress towards reading words, 

identifying rhythms makes it easier for students to recognize pat-

terns, and certain musical pieces bring history and literature to life.

 ETM employs the following components to reinforce music’s 

role as a core subject:

• Quality music instruction

•  Integration to support student learning in a range of  

academic areas

•  Professional development to improve instruction and to increase 

support and understanding of arts education

• Evaluation and assessment

• Parent and community involvement

• Long-term planning for sustaining instruction

 At ETM partner schools, music is taught both as a subject in its 

own right and as a means of supporting learning in other areas.

 ETM helps teachers, principals and parents understand the 

 benefits of music education and become invested in building 

their schools’ capacity to sustain music programs.  As school 

communities grow to value music’s place in a well-rounded 

education, they are more likely to secure and commit the 

resources necessary to keep music in schools.

In addition to partnering directly with inner-city schools, ETM 

also provides professional development and advisory services to 

schools and organizations throughout the United States to help 

them adapt ETM’s model to their particular settings.

At ETM partner schools, music is taught both as a 
subject in its own right and as a means of supporting 
learning in other areas.

The
      ETM         
Model

“ ETM’s individualized approach is so important because 
every school has such different needs.”

         – Suzanne Kaszynski, Partner School Principal, East Harlem, Manhattan
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•   ETM presents on professional development 

model at the Kennedy Center Partners in 

Education Annual Meeting

•  ETM begins overseeing implementation of its 

model in seven schools in California

•  U.S. Department of Education awards ETM 

a multi-year grant under its “Arts in Educa-

tion Model Development and Dissemination 

Grants Program” – ETM is one of only 14 

recipients nationwide

2004 20052002

ETM began by piloting its innovative program at a school slated 

for closure.  Three years after beginning its partnership with 

ETM, the school advanced to win a National Blue Ribbon School 

of Excellence Award from the U.S. Department of Education.  In 

1995, the school’s principal became ETM’s Executive Director and 

has since helped bring ETM’s program to a growing number of 

schools, in New York City and across the country.

2003

•  Pilot partner school wins National Blue  

Ribbon Award

• ETM begins advising school in St. Louis

•  Public partner school wins New York State 

School of Excellence Award

•  ETM provides professional development at 

the Mississippi Arts Commission’s statewide 

“Whole Schools Institute”

•  ETM begins consulting on projects in  

Philadelphia and New Haven

•  ETM participates in the Urban Music Leader-

ship Conference in Lincoln, Nebraska, by  

invitation of Macmillan McGraw-Hill; presents 

to the Arts Council of Greater Grand Rapids 

(Michigan) and the Maryland Arts Council

   bright 
             moments

1994 1999 2000

in ETM’s history

1991

• ETM is founded

“ Since 1999, The Marilyn Horne Foundation has partnered with 

ETM in a very unique program…We have been thrilled with the 

results of this collaboration with ETM.…You are providing a 

service to NYC students which is vital to their growth as human 

beings.”

         –  Marilyn Horne, Renowned Mezzo Soprano
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ETM is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation.  Our work is sup-

ported by the generous contributions of individuals, foundations, 

corporations and government agencies, and by direct financial 

support from the communities we serve.

By making a contribution or volunteering your time, you can invest 

in our efforts to provide programs, improve our effectiveness, and 

extend the reach of music education to those who need it most.

To make a contribution, contact the ETM administrative 

office directly at 212-972-4788 or go to ETM’s website: 

http://www.ETMonline.org

Making a Contribution

Education Through Music, Inc.
122 East 42ⁿ Street, Suite 1622
New York, NY 10168

212-972-4788
info@ETMonline.org
www.ETMonline.org
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