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Famed Performing Group
“The 5 Browns” Joins ETM’s

Advisory Committee
ETM is thrilled to announce that

The 5 Browns, dubbed the “Fab Five”
by People Magazine, have joined
ETM’s Advisory Committee. The
5 Browns -- Ryan, Melody, Gregory,
Deondra and Desirae -- are a group of
twenty-somethings who made history
as the first set of siblings to study
piano simultaneously at Juilliard.
The 5 Browns first became involved
with ETM last October, when they
paid a visit to ETM partner school
P.S. 102 in East Harlem for

“Gershwin Day,” after which they
expressed interest in becoming fur-
ther involved with ETM schools as
part of their outreach efforts.

“We are so excited to welcome
The 5 Browns to the ETM Advisory
Committee,” said Katherine
Damkohler, Executive Director of
ETM. “Not only are they incredibly
talented and wonderful people, but
their focus on bringing their music to
younger generations is in line with
ETM’s goals and values.”

Teaching Artists Learn New Skills
During November and January

Training Sessions
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On school holidays in both
November and January, ETM teach-
ing artists attended training sessions
where they received reinforcement of
previously taught skills and learned
new teaching techniques.

In November, training was held
on Veteran’s Day at ETM partner
school P.S. 155 in East Harlem.
Topics covered included preparation
for producing effective and fun
Winter concerts, how to incorporate
Orff methodologies into the class-
room, as well as ideas for expressing
basic music through movement and
simple choreography. In general, the
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overarching theme of the training ses-
sion was to build on the teaching
artists’ knowledge of how to teach
relevant and engaging lessons.

In January, another training ses-
sion was held on Martin Luther King
Day, this time at St. Brendan School
in the Bronx. In tandem with the
approximate half-way point of the
school year, teaching artists were
asked to share successes and chal-
lenges that they had faced in the
classroom, and received notes from
observations conducted by Director
of Programs Stephen Herx and Field
Supervisors Chris Marolf and Leah
Potteiger. Workshops included a
presentation by Karen Petty, an Orff
music clinician, a workshop for string
teachers, and a session focused
around arranging music for Orff
instruments.
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The front page was inspired by a
bulletin board at ETM partner
school Blessed Sacrament. Each
ETM partner school has been
given a poster with this message.



ETM Partner School Principals Gather for
November Meeting

Mount Carmel-Holy Rosary Students Featured on
Sirius Radio and in the Daily News

Throughout the spring, some vio-
lin students from ETM partner school
Mount Carmel-Holy Rosary can be
heard on Sirius Radio.

Candice Cook, the political con-
tributor of the Hip Hop Channel on
Sirius Satellite Radio, runs segments
that are aimed at young people and
their concerns during this voting year.
One of the big issues being targeted is
that of education reform, so Ms. Cook
decided to interview students from
Mount Carmel and record an Honors
Violin class. If you have access to
Sirius Radio, you can listen to Ms.
Cook on Channel 40 in a segment she
describes as being similar to “Rock
the Vote.”

ETM thanks Teaching Artist
Sharon Kim and her Honors Violin
students for lending their talents to
the radio show.

In November, the Daily News

covered the opening of the school’s
new “Texas Dance Studio,” made
possible by a generous benefactor in
Texas, Elliott Bottom, who con-
tributed to the Inner-City Scholarship
Fund. Mr. Bottom visited the school
for the studio’s inauguration, and was
treated to a performance by student
singers, violinists and dancers,
including a rendition by the gospel
choir of “Yellow Rose of Texas.”

The opening of the dance studio
is a huge milestone for the East
Harlem school, which just four years
ago was on the verge of closing due to
low enrollment. ETM is proud to be
partnering with Mount Carmel-Holy
Rosary to provide music instruction
to every student, currently including
general music, chorus, violin and per-
cussion. The school’s dance program
is made possible by a partnership
with Dancing Classrooms.

Kenny Rankin and
the Marilyn Horne
Foundation Provide
Wonderful Concerts
for Partner School

Students
On November 6th, Kenny

Rankin, the pop and jazz singer, visit-
ed with ETM students at St. Brendan
School in the Bronx. In a remarkable
recording career that spans three and
a half decades, Mr. Rankin has estab-
lished an impressive set of creative
credentials, as an insightful song-
writer, a distinctive guitarist and,
above all, a world-class singer. He
has recorded many memorable and
chart-topping albums over the years,
including “Silver Morning,” “Like a
Seed,” and “The Kenny Rankin
Album.”

Mr. Rankin performed several
songs for 4th, 5th and 6th graders. He
also offered encouragement and sup-
port to the students, and even played
a duet with Teaching Artist Phil
Tambakis and a lucky 4th grade vol-
unteer.

Special thanks to ETM Board
Member Karen Karlsrud for introduc-
ing Mr. Rankin to ETM, Teaching
Artist Phil Tambakis, the faculty and
students at St. Brendan, and of
course, Mr. Rankin.

The Marilyn Horne Foundation
also sponsored several concerts this
fall at ETM partner schools St.
Brendan, St. Clare, St. Anthony, and
P.S. 102. These concerts featured
young up-and-coming vocalists who
performed mini recitals as part of the
Foundation’s community outreach
program. These concerts were a great
success, and will set the stage for sim-
ilar performances in the spring.
Many thanks to the Marilyn Horne
Foundation and the vocal performers
and pianists for taking the time to put
these concerts together and for their
many years of collaboration with
ETM.

ETM Featured in the Dana Foundation Newsletter
and the Chronicle of Philanthropy

In the January edition of Arts
Education in the News, the Dana
Foundation included an article enti-
tled “Educators Should Embrace
Standards for Assessing the Arts.”
This piece, written by Janet Eilber,
details the progress that has been
made in measuring levels of learning
in the arts and highlights ETM. Ms.
Eilber writes that “certain savvy
organizations have led the charge [of
measuring learning], wrapping their
heads around creating tangible tools,”
and praises ETM in particular for
being a “leading arts education organ-

ization” and for rubrics used to track
student progress.

Ms. Eilber learned about ETM
because the Dana Foundation is a key
funder of ETM’s training program.

ETM was also featured in the
February 2008 edition of the
Chronicle of Philanthropy, which
dedicated a two-page spread to ETM
as part of its “Face of Philanthropy”
segment, which discussed ETM’s
mission and achievements and show-
cased a picture of Teaching Artist
Shanna Lesniak-Whitney and her stu-
dents at P.S. 3 in Brooklyn.

On November 7th, Principals and
Assistant Principals from ETM part-
ner schools came together with sever-
al ETM staff members to greet our
newest partners, announce new devel-
opments for the 2007-08 school year,
review program goals and expecta-
tions, and discuss evaluation strate-

gies and results. In addition, princi-
pals had the opportunity for open dis-
cussion and sharing of challenges and
successes as they manage their
schools, partner with ETM, and
adjust to changing mandates from
their superiors. Additional meetings
will be held in the spring and summer.
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Annual Winter Concerts at ETM Partner
Schools Showcase Student Talent

Students from several partner schools demonstrate their musical ability. Clockwise from upper left: St. Brendan, St. Anthony, St. Brendan, P.S. 43, P.S. 155 and St. Athanasius.
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2007-08 Annual Fund Supporters
ETM thanks the following donors for their generous contributions and pledges to our annual fund, as of Feb. 20, 2008.
If you wish to join this list, please return the form on page 7, or visit www.ETMonline.org to make your donation.
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Bolded names indicate donors who have contributed or pledged $1,500 or more. This list does not include event-related gifts.



___________________________
Name (Please Print)
___________________________
Address
___________________________
Address
___________________________City
___________________________State/Zip
___________________________
Day Phone
___________________________
Evening Phone
___________________________
E-mail

Please accept my gift of $_________

My check to Education Through
Music is enclosed.

Please charge my:
__American Express
__Mastercard
__Visa

______________________________Card Number
__________Exp. Date
______________________________
Name on Card
______________________________
Signature

I want my gift to be anonymous.

Call ETM (212-972-4788) for informa-tion on donating securities.

Remember to check if your companywill match your gift.
Please mail or fax completed form to:
122 East 42nd Street, Suite 1501

New York, NY 10168
Fax: 212.972.4864

To contribute to ETM:
Please complete the follow-
ing form, donate online at
www.ETMonline.org, or
contact the office.

ETM’s programs are made possible in part by: an
award from the National Endowment for the Arts;
public funds from the New York State Council on
the Arts, a state agency; and public funds from the
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.
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National Endowment for the Arts
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New York State Council on the

Arts
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The David Rockefeller Fund
May and Samuel Rudin Family

Foundation
Safeway Construction Enterprises
William E. Simon Foundation
Ernst C. Stiefel Foundation

Taproot Foundation
Michael Tuch Foundation

U.S. Department of Education

Foundation, Corporate & Government
Supporters: 2006-07 and 2007-08



Save the Date for These Upcoming ETM Events!Save the Date for These Upcoming ETM Events!
May 9, 2008

Pelham Country Club, Pelham, NY
Join us in honoring ETM’s Co-Founder and Chairman
Ed Schroeder as he “steps up” from the ETM Board

May 15, 2008
The Canal Room, NYC

ETM and alldaybuffet present:
“School of Rock: Battle of the Bands”

All proceeds from these events will benefit ETM’s music programming in our NYC partner schools.
For more information contact Emily at eestock@ETMonline.org or call (212) 972 4788

Education Through Music

®
122 East 42nd Street, Suite 1501
New York, NY 10168
Tel: 212-972-4788
Fax: 212-972-4864
www.ETMonline.org
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